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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/031,265 



Applicant(s) 

CARMAN ETAL. 



Examiner Art Unit 

, Michael P. Stafira | 2877 

- The MAILING DATE of this communication ap f^ars on the cover sheet with the correspondence aaaress 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the ,o be^me ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

: ^ ^-j;^^^.^^^.. eve„ ..ime^filed. may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IE This action is non-final. 

30 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomal matte^ T4 "qg^sS '° " 
^ closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Ciaim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) 14 ard 15 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) ^and2 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 3-13 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 i)D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 36 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acl^nowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or I2i. 

Attachment(s) 

1^ . ^ mrn aQ')> 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) . 

,) S Not^e Of References Cted PTO-892) ^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-»*}) l_j 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 6) U Otner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

aaim Ejections - 35 USC§102 
1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 3 5 U. S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the EngUsh language. 

2. Claims 1,2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Street ('555). 
Claim 1 

Street ('555) discloses a Ught input array includmg Ught input ends of closely packed 
elongate optical fibers, the optical fibers having a cross-sectional dimension, and the input array 
having an array surface dimension greater than the fiber cross-sectional dimensions; a 
substantially linear light output array mcluding adjacent light output ends of the optical fibers 
(See Fig. 2, Ref 30); a light source (Fig. 2, Ref 34) for emitting light into the Ught input array, 
the optical fibers being adapted for propagating the Ught and emitting it from the light output 
array, the Ught output array being adapted for producing a Ught Une the impinges on the 
inspection target (Fig. 2, Ref 43); an image sensing system (Fig. 2, Ref 46) that includes at least 
a first image sensor for obtaining optical information about the target in response to the Ught Une 
impingement on the target (Col. 9, lines 53-64;See Abstract). It is the position of the examiner 
that since the claim fails to disclose what the target is or the type of measurement being done it 
therefore reads on the prior art. 
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Claim 2 

Street ('555) further discloses first and second optical fibers having respective first and 
second input ends that are adjacent in the input array and respective first and second output ends 
that are collinear and separated byatleastathird output end inthe light output array(SeeFig.^ 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3 Claims 14, 1 5 are allowed. 

4 Claims3.13 areobiec.=d.oa,beingdependentuponarejec,edba«claim.bu.wo„.dbe 
aUo^able if rewri«en in independent fonn including aU of *e Umi^ions of the base chin, and 

any intervening claims. 

5 The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 14. the prior an fiuls to disclose or make obvious a method for detecting 

characterisUc, of dumber having first and second opposing surfaces having the step of employing 
ablinder which is posiUoned in proximity to theUght output array and definingablinder plane 

„e to the h.mber between firs, and second blinder sides such that the Ught output array is 
positioned on the first blinder side, top create a dark area on the first surface on the second 
blindersideandcreateaUghtareaonthefirst surface on the firs, blinder side, and in 
combination with the o««r r^«d hmitations of claim 14. Claim .5 is allowed by the virtue of 
dependency on the allowed claim 14. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Stafira whose telephone number is 703-308-4837. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 4/10. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 703-308-4881 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7721 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-Q956. 
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